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'Stalten Lehmann addresses COP15 Climate Summit_

By Brian Waish, COP1S comespondsnt

With the world on the brink of a8 2uddan and violent
climats changs, tha E{gﬁl‘lhﬂnﬂ'l Summit iz tha
most important political gathering of our time. The
Cro Climats Summit involies over 100
world leaders and 30,000 dsl from 192 coun-
tries, including a wide range of perzonalities, not
only politicians and otiators. This saries ntro-
duces some of the ing thinkers. Today: Austra-
lia-bazed architect and academic Steffen Lehmanmn,
who presents on "Citiss and Climate Changs' next
to iators Yvo de Bosr, Connis Hedegaard and
Sir Micholas Stern.

Garman-born architact Steffen Lehmann cut &n unusual |
figure among negotiatora gathered in Copenhagen to
hammer out a al responze to climate a. Pro-
fagzor Lehmann, the holder of the prestigioua LUMESCO |
Chair in Sustainabls Urban Development for the Asia- |
Pacific region, addressad with passion and vigour a
large audisnca of politicians and expertz at the United
Mationa Framawork Convention on Climats &
The COP15 forum is conssderad to be a crucial oppor-
tunity for nations in demonstrating their commitmeant to
addrassing the potential impact of global warming.

Professor Lelimann told me that he has presentad
strategiss for energy-efiicient urban design at cwver 300
confarencas in the last fiftean years. In hig presantation
in Copanhagsan, ha pointad out that future architectural
taaching will need to adopt an amvinon Con-
scious design focus, drawing on the latest interdizciplin- |
ary . in order 0 aguip studants in architscturs
and plamning with tha n knowiladge to eatablish |
sustamnabla dasign principlas. sarious challangs of |
& low carbon fulure cannct stop cutside the academy.
Thiz ig essantial, and | belisve it can be dons’, Profas-
sor Lalvmann said, noting that a shift had already oc-
currad &t many univeraites worldwide.

He also aaid that the poorest nations neaded to have
access to funds and techmological assistance if thay
ware to be able to adapt to the consaguences of
climata changs. This includes new additional funds
and grean technology transfar, to help poor countries
and small iskand states 1o adapt to the climate change
i?ﬁnm and o giop deforestation. Doing nothing or too

littler i simply not an option. Howswver, | belisve that

the pro emisgion culs are not going far h.
We naed o act quickly: We have maybs five to eig

yaars laft to turn an upward emissions trend into &
downturn amizsions trand. ft's alao a moral issus’. In
particular, he pointed fowarda fears for food sacurity,

to the fact that the waorld'z food resources continuad to
ghrink while global population grew and watar acarcity
increasad. "One solution’, he zaid, ‘could be 1o raizs the |
productivity of undamused land and rocfiops to introducs |
urban farming concepis into urban deaign.”

| Howewer, Auatralia

It zaems the impact of climate changs on the devalop-
ing world i= in many aress already 2o far advanced

it can no longer be preventad; cnby mitigated.

‘Wa can sae thig in the increasad fraguency of fleoding
in ladash, strong storme in coastal areas, and the
dezertitication of sub-Saharan Africa. “The quastion with
financial assistance will be, how one can monitor and
warify that all coumtries are following through on thair
amisgiona-reductions promises’, he added.

The ralationehip batween urbanization and climats
changs iz a ralativaly new ressarch area. Cities ars
miow understood to be a primary fisld of action, since
sustaimability maasuras will have their biggest impact

in thiz context. In hiz address, Professor Lehmann
digcuszad a sustainable modal where city districte ware

| mixad-uss, ware more compact and had a strong focus

on public tranaport. He mentioned Singapaors, Barce-
kona and Stockholm as prime examples. He al=o cited
German sxamples of retrofitting sxisting buildings and
antira districts, and thair succesas in reducing enargy,
water use and the amount of waste or . while also
moving from a traditional fossil fusl based infrastructure
o & gresnsar anargy mix, with decentralized, distributed
powar sysisms.

Staffen Lehmann also raiged concarms about his coun-
try of residence: ‘Australia iz a key player in the foasil
fual imndustry. with & hugs reliancs on coal. 1t has ona
of tha higheat par ita emisgion lewals in the world.
20 far only low targets with
lots of strings attached” ha said.

O, Lehmann pointed out that China, the workd's largesat
amitter of greenhouwse gasss, has sst ambitious goals
cn ra anergy and iz now spending mors than
any other couniry on clean energy deve s
egtimatad that by 2012, it iz expacted that China will
become the world'a biggest producer of wind enengy.
Ha said 'l think it's fantastic that daapite the glo
financial crigiz, climate iz 2tll at the forefront of avery
rmment’s mind.’

mann iz active as consultant o govarmmeants and
citizg in the Asia Pacific region and Middle East. He
currently prepares an international confarancs on
?mtajnnhla architecture for naxt July in Jordan's capital

ITIFFLGI.

EENHEEH:I'BETII'-EEH'IEFN Ban i{il:..ﬂdu:ﬂdluhi made a naw
ats treaty his top Fnurrry 8 iz optimiz-

fic that & full and legally binding treaty to slow global

warming could be agread in the coming a, aarly

2010.
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